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Life Together  
“Part 5: Mission” 
Matthew 9:10-13 

Delivered at Central Baptist Church on November 25, 2018, by Steve Edelman 
 

Good morning everyone. We are so glad you are here with us today. 
 
STORY: What story are you living? Maybe your story has elements of pain, 

illness, singleness, divorce, a difficult marriage, riches, or success. The world is 
full of good and bad stories. There are also stories of forgiveness and 
redemption. What story are you living?  
Rosaria Butterflied shares a powerful story and describes it as a train wreck conversion. 
She is a is a writer, speaker, and former tenured professor of English at (Saar- a-
cuse) Syracuse University. 

In her story Rosaria says, “The word Jesus stuck in my throat like an 
elephant tusk; no matter how hard I choked, I couldn't hack it out… When I lived 
as a lesbian activist, I had been in a lesbian relationship for some years, and I very 
much thought, “This is who I am, and this is how I want to live.” I got to know a 
neighbor, Ken Smith, who was also a pastor. And what was striking was that his 
home looked a lot like my home. 

Among my circles in New York, in the ’90s during the AIDS crisis, somebody’s 
home was open every night of the week. There was a lot going on. The community had 
to gather together, and not by invitation only because this was a crisis. This was an 
emergency. And we called ourselves family. I thought that was unique to the gay 
community. But it wasn’t. Because Ken Smith’s community was like this too. 

Ken’s Christian community gathered at his house at all hours. I learned this 
because he invited me in. For two years, I was loved and welcomed by a Christian 
community that I mocked, despised, and rejected. I accepted them when it worked for 
me and rejected them all the other times. There is simply no way I would have 
walked into a church if I hadn’t had a genuine friendship with the man behind the 
pulpit. 

For two years, I was part of Ken and Floy Smith’s ministry. I met with them 
once a week. At their home, the door was wide open. People were always in and out 
of the house—people from church and people not from church. Heated, genuine 
conversation would happen. People would speak honestly, and tears would flow. But it 
was different because Ken would open the Bible and sing from the Psalter, and then he 
would pray. It was so disarming; I couldn’t help but go back… It was in this context 
of hospitality that Ken brought the church to me, because it was impossible for me to 
get to the church without the bridge of somebody’s home.”  

The Smith’s hospitality and invitation was used by God. As a result, Rosaria 
Butterflied fell in love with Jesus and her story changed. The act of hospitality and 
invitation was fundamentally an act of the mission of God.There are many hospitable 
people who don’t have a saving faith in Jesus. How do we ensure our hospitality 
explicitly reflects the gospel?” 
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Does your story invite people into friendship so they can see Jesus? Does 
the story of your life and home reflect the gospel? Has your plot of life been 
reshaped by knowing Jesus? Does your routine include living out - the mission of 
God? What story are you living? 

We are at the end of a series called, Life Together and today, we are going to 
be talking about Part 5 - Mission.  

Let’s start with, what is mission? The Latin theological term for the mission of 
God is Missio Dei. It refers to the work of the church as being part of God's work. It’s the 
idea of God expressing His nature to a lost world and he wants to use you to show 
others who He is. God the Father sends God the Son to provide a way for us. After 
Jesus provides that way, Jesus sends the Holy Spirit to guide us; all three send the 
church. Missio Dei is the melody of the gospel and when lived out, it’s sung by many 
who hear it.  

This great story of mission begins in a garden and ends in a city. We are in 
the middle of God’s story. The story of God carrying out his mission through His 
church. Someone said, the mission of God “is here. It is now. It is moving. It’s not 
lip service. It’s about living God’s mission today. It’s expressing our life through 
the life of Christ. It’s an invitation to embrace God’s living vision. It’s a mission of 
discovery, healing, and hope. Missio Dei is living the message in the community. 
Every aspect of it. Embracing the world around us. Park. Street corner. Grocery 
store. Restaurant. Phone call. Everything. Christ’s mission creates 
connectedness and hope. Missio Dei. It’s God’s vision. Christ’s mission. The 
Word must become flesh.”   

As you are going to see, a heart changed by Jesus is compelled to live out His 
mission. When we are changed by Christ, the story of God interjects with our story. We 
are going to see how this happens in the book of Matthew. You are going to see, right 
away after his conversion… Matthew starts to share Jesus with others. Let’s jump into 
His encounter with Jesus. 

First, a heart changed by Jesus is compelled to live out His call for 
mission. 
A heart changed by Jesus is compelled to live out: 

1. HIS CALL FOR MISSION 
Let’s look at the text, Matthew 9:9 says, “As Jesus passed on from there, he saw 

a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he 
rose and followed him.” 

First, who is Matthew? Matthew was a working man, a very industrious man. He 
was not a lazy or slothful person. He worked hard. However, he was a guy who was 
disliked by many because he was a tax man or the guy at the toll booth. (Like the guy 
who is charging you for parking and then gives you a ticket.) He would overcharge and 
take a little for himself.  and then charges you more to take a cut for himself.) For good 
reason he was disliked. He was involved in the extortion of money from people who were 
already very poor. He is a self-seeking person. His life was a disaster. Yet, Jesus calls 
Matthew to follow Him. Matthew says yes and His story is reshaped.  

In Mathew 9:10 Jesus puts tax collectors and sinners in the same group. And Paul 
makes it ever more clear and says that we need to understand that we are ALL sinners. 
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We are all flawed. We are all separated from God. Things are not the way they should 
to be. Not even all the collective brilliant minds of the world can fix what is deeply 
wrong with humanity. If we are going to understand the mission of God, we first need 
to understand the deeper problem within ourselves. God is saying that you and I are 
wreck. I am disaster. My life before Christ was a disaster. The real Steve is still in 
progress. Matthew understood that he was a sinner and that he needed Jesus.  

The good news is that Jesus calls all sinners to follow Him.  
a) Jesus calls all sinners to follow Him. 

Think about that person in your life that you think will never come to faith. Their life is 
too messed up and broken. And yet, He calls the hated, the bitter, the non-religious, the 
unjust, the dissatisfied, the lonely, the traitor, the thief, the immoral, and the one without 
purpose or meaning. 

Matthew represents all of these people and more. Jesus saw all the evil that had been in 
Matthew and He was still there for him. He saw Matthew as a child of God and welcomed 
him into the family. He saw a bigger purpose. He gave him something greater! 

The story of God tells us that we are all like Matthew. When we understand that 
we are all a mess because of sin, we begin to see our need for Jesus. To live out 
that calling, Jesus requires us to leave our old life behind. 

b) Jesus calls us to leave our old life behind (v 9b) 
At the end of verse 9, we see Matthew’s response. “And he rose and followed him.” 
He got up and left his job.  

For Matthew, discipleship has an immediate cost and he gives up financial 
security. Matthew committed himself totally to Jesus. Once he began to follow Jesus, he 
never turned back. And Matthew obeyed: he got up and followed him. He says no more. 
Luke brings out a little of its meaning by telling us that he left everything (Luke 
5:28). Jesus is clear that if we want to live and love like Him, we have to be willing 
to give up everything to follow Him.  

As this text is going to show you, following Jesus requires a life change and 
sacrifice that is connected to His mission. He gave up his self-absorbed lifestyle. He left 
behind the trend of doing whatever it takes to be at the top. He surrendered his entire 
life to join the mission of God. He repurposes his life for an eternal cause.  
William James once said, "The best use of life is to spend it for something that 
outlasts it." The truth is, only the Kingdom of God is going to last. Everything else will 
eventually vanish. Knowing that, why would you give anything else a higher priority? 

Following Jesus into mission means leaving our old lifestyle behind. 

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO LEAVE BEHIND? 

Maybe it’s your past, your self-absorbed lifestyle, maybe it’s your hate, the lies 
that you are worthless, your lustful thoughts, or your suburban comfort.  

As a result of encountering Jesus, we need to take major steps to make our life 
more about Jesus and less about ourselves. Once we have encountered Jesus, He 
calls us to Missio Dei.  
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STORY – My Dad left behind a good job and house, to move our entire family 
to a new unpleasant place to attend Bible College. It was a major sacrifice for all of 
us. 

As we have been talking about, a heart changed by Jesus is compelled to live 
out His call for mission.  

Secondly, a heart changed by Jesus is compelled to live out His example for 
mission. 
A heart changed by Jesus is compelled to live out: 

2. HIS EXAMPLE FOR MISSION 
a) Christians on mission go to where the sinners are (v 10) 

Look with me at verse 10, which says, “And as Jesus reclined at table in the 
house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and were reclining with Jesus and 
his disciples.” 

The scene moves quickly from Matthew’s conversion to the setting of Matthew’s 
home. In this culture, reclining at the table is a posture of relaxing and socializing. The 
table would be lower and the guests would be lounging around on pillows or cushions, 
eating and drinking together. Matthew invites people into his home so they can meet 
Jesus. In other words, the sinner who has been changed by Christ introduces his 
sinful friends to the savior. The motley crew assembled with Jesus cannot avoid their 
own sinfulness. Matthew wants his friends to find the same healing. 

In the movie, The Greatest Showman we see an example of a group of misfits 
gathered together by the Showman. He them calls them together and accepts them for 
who they are. He brings them together to accomplish something greater. That is exactly 
what Jesus is doing.   

To follow the example of Jesus, notice that: 

• Jesus went where the sinners were. He did not avoid or shy away from 
them. He sought them out. 

• Sinners felt comfortable coming to Him. They did not shy away nor feel 
unwelcomed. 

• Jesus had meals with sinners, immoral people whom society and 
religionists rejected and avoided. 

• Jesus and sinners were close friends. Look at the scene here: there was 
a large feast and a party of immoral characters, and Jesus was right in the 
midst of them. Of course, the purpose of the feast was for Jesus to bear 
witness. This is important: we are to be out in the world witnessing to sinful 
men, but we are not to be of the world. 

All the disciples set a dynamic example in witnessing. In John 1:35-49 shows a 
pattern of all the disciples witnessing right away upon being changed by Christ. After 
Andrew comes to faith he right away was concerned for a Simon. Andrew had met Jesus 
personally, and Jesus had met the crying need of his heart. Andrew could not contain the 
peace and joy; he just had to tell his loved ones immediately. He wanted them also to 
experience the love and joy and peace of Jesus. In other words, sharing our faith is a 
result of being changed by Christ. The effect is not reduced to attending a Sunday 
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morning gathering. Sharing Jesus becomes a natural expression of being a Christ 
follower. 

A scholar said, “When you join Christ, you didn’t join a country club. You 
got drafted into God’s army! Your mission is to proclaim the faith of the gospel.” 
What is keeping us from advancing the mission of God? “The primary danger in 
believing that the church exists for me... As consumers, we spend our resources on 
ourselves—our interests, our needs, our wants, and our pleasures.”  

The gospel says we need to ‘give away’ ourselves to tell others about 
Jesus. That means we need to give up some of our resources, our wants, and our 
pleasures to live out our calling. It’s seeking opportunities to connect with lost 
people to show them, Jesus. It’s building a bridge. It’s earning the right through 
relationship to be heard and trusted.  

The hard question that we need to ask ourselves is, are you more 
concerned with going to church or being the church? If we are simply just 
concerned about going to church, rather than being the church… we are missing the 
heart of God.  

Jonathan Dodson says, “Mission should be the way we live, not something 
we add onto life.” When we try to force it or ignore it… they are both problematic. It 
becomes clumsy and awkward. 

ILLUSTRATION: Forcing the relationship, is like forcing the Lego block. 
Blind dates that don’t work. It’s not a one-sided approach… its putting in the 
effort to build a meaningful relationship. Spend time together. Talk about what 
you have in common. Forcing the relationship breaks the bridge or damages what 
could be. 

Let’s get really practical if we were to live out Jesus’ example of participating in 
showing people Jesus. We can be missional in everyday ways without even overloading 
our schedules. Here are some suggestions from Jonathan Dobson:  

 
i) Eat with non-Christians. We all eat three meals a day. Why not make a habit of 
sharing one of those meals with someone who needs Jesus? Go to lunch with a co-
worker, not by yourself. Invite the neighbors over for family dinner. If it’s too much work 
to cook a big dinner, just order pizza and put the focus on having a conversation. When 
you go out for a meal, invite others.  

ii) Be a regular.  Go to the same coffee shop, subway, and till at the grocery store, go 
to the same places. Get to know the staff. . . . Go at the same times. Smile. Ask 
questions. Be a regular. Build relationships. Be a regular. (Subway.) 

iii) Talk to your co-workers. How hard is that?. Show interest in your co-workers. Pick 
four and pray for them. Form moms’ groups in your neighborhood and don’t make them 
exclusively non-Christian. Schedule play dates [for your kids] with the neighbors’ kids. 
Work on mission.  

There are many ways in which we can easily live out Missio Dei. We are initiators 
for mission. We are responsible to take the mission to places we live and to the 
people we know. We are the means that God has chosen to use to bring about 
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reconciliation to a world who has rejected Him. It’s not an unfortunate add-on or extra 
ministry, or service night. It’s acting like and being the church. The church is human 
agents who saturate the world in God’s mission. As we participate in the mission 
of God we experience joy and fulfillment. 

As we have seen, like Jesus, Christians on mission go to where sinners are for 
the sake of advancing His Kingdom. Next, Christian’s on mission will encounter 
resistance.  

b) Christians on mission will encounter resistance (v 11) 
Look with me at verse 11, which says, “And when the Pharisees saw this, they 

said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”  
Behind the scenes, we start to hear some people chirping and gossiping about 

what ‘the teacher’ is doing. He is hanging out with those people! Their lives are a 
mess. People who are getting drunk, self-centered, immoral, people who are 
taking advantage of others, and yet, he spends time with them. As a result, Jesus 
experiences an outer resistance.  

i. The outer resistance. An outer resistance starts build up with the religious 
leaders of the day called the Pharisees. They start to question and mock Jesus behind 
the scenes. Rather than loving and embracing the mission of God. This is a warning for 
us. The self-disciplined and religious are sometimes the most judgmental and 
disapproving. A judgmental spirit destroys the bridge for relationship. It’s destructive. 
It’s isolating. Warning, God says: the person who judges others in this way shall be shut 
out of the Kingdom of God (Ro. 2:1–3). When we bring the genuine love of Christ to the 
homes and spaces that need it, self-righteous people will resist. They may criticize you.  

ii. The inner resistance. We also encounter an inner resistance. Like the 
Pharisees, our self-righteousness will give us a false sense that we are better and 
more acceptable to God, than others. Just because we are more moral and 
disciplined than those who had sinned. We too, can fail to see that all men are sinners 
and stand in need of the righteousness of Jesus Christ (Romans 5:1). 

Story. As we have been getting to know some parents at our kid’s school it 
usually came up that I was a pastor. Out of nowhere, she says, “I find Christian’s so 
judgmental. Are you going to judge me?” I said, “no.. in fact the opposite… we all have 
flaws, and we just want to be your friend.” A year later, after spending time and building 
friendship she brought it up again… she said, “I don’t think you are judgmental… I 
believe you now.” 

As we can see, a heart changed by Jesus is compelled to live out the example of 
Jesus. When following Jesus you will encounter resistance.  

Lastly, a heart changed by Jesus is compelled to live out His power for mission. 
 A heart changed by Jesus is compelled to live out: 

3. HIS POWER FOR MISSION 
a) Through the power of Christ we go and learn (v 13) 

Look with me at verse 13 which says, “Go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, 
and not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 
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Go and learn doesn’t mean “learn the religious rules” but is a call for a 
genuine effort to understand the mission of God. It’s so much bigger and better 
than that. Jesus references Hosea 6:6 which says, “For I desire steadfast love 
and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God (or to know God in a deeper way) rather 
than burnt offerings.”  

Do you desire to have the steadfast love of Christ coming out of you? We need to 
learn how to love by being with Jesus. When people talk with you or when you have 
them in your home? What do they see? Is it God’s love? Or do they see rules and self-
righteousness? When we truly know God deeply we get it. You can’t help but talk with 
others about Him and his mission? First and foremost, God is the primary agent of 
mission and gives freely of His love. This means our primary engagement or 
methodology for mission is love. Love is the currency of mission. This means we 
need to invite people into a place in which they can experience God’s love. Christian 
mission fails when and where Christ’s love is not present. When we follow Jesus, we 
become part of the collective family whose primary goal is to reflect God’s love in every 
aspect of life. Together, we can saturate the love of Jesus in unique ways. We live and 
work to bring God’s love as a church in effective ways.  

What Jesus is saying, is that in order to bring God’s love effectively, we need 
to learn the way of Jesus, not empty religious rituals. 

Lastly, the power of Christ brings health to the sick. 
b) Through the power of Christ we bring health to the sick (v 12) 

Look with me at verse 12 which says, “But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are 
well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.” 

Jesus is clarifying who he is and what His mission entails by using the 
metaphor of a doctor. It’s the power of the great physician that brings about the 
healing and health when we go to Him. Jesus came for the spiritually sick. He had come 
to earth for the same purpose that a physician enters a home: to help the sick. 
However, just like the physician, He can minister only to the sick who call on Him 
to come and invite Jesus into their life. We become messengers of that invitation 
and healing. It’s by the power of Jesus and through what he did on the cross, that we 
are healed and bring others to join Him in this great mission. Are you inviting people to 
see Jesus? It’s God’s great story for us! 

We have the greatest news in the world and sharing it is the greatest kindness 
you can show to anyone. Your mission of sharing Christ is the greatest thing you 
can do for someone. Everybody needs Jesus, no matter how content or successful 
they appear to be. Without Christ, they are hopelessly lost and headed for eternal 
separation from God. The Bible says, "Jesus is the only One who can save people." 

According to Angus Calder, In 1940, to get through World War 2 the people of 
Britain came up with a slogan the ‘People’s War’. Sir Winson Churchhill said, “This is a 
war of the unknown warriors…The whole of the warring nations are engaged, not only 
soldiers, but the entire population, men, woman and children. The fronts are 
everywhere. The trenches are dug in the towns and streets. Every village is fortified. 
Every road is barred. The front lines run through the factories. The workmen are 
soldiers with different weapons but the same courage.”  

Church, I wonder if we need to lead sometimes like Sir Windson Churchhill 
in the war room. Trying to move the mission forward because we are in a battle. 
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We need to take more ground by loving people and inviting them into our lives 
and showing them Christ. That is what it means to live out the power of Christ on 
mission. 

As we said before, The mission of God “is here. It is now. It is moving. It’s not lip 
service. It’s about living God’s mission today. It’s expressing our life through the life of 
Christ. It’s an invitation to embrace God’s living vision. It’s a mission of discovery, 
healing, and hope. Missio Dei is living the message in the community. Every aspect of 
it. Embracing the world around us. Park. Street corner. Grocery store. Restaurant. 
Phone call. Everything. Christ’s mission creates connectedness and hope. Missio Dei. 
It’s God’s vision. Christ’s mission. The Word must become flesh.” What story are you 
living? Are you living out the mission of God. 

 
CALL FOR SALVATION: 
Is there someone here that needs to ask the great physician for help and healing? 
Maybe you realized that the sin in your life is fatal and you have been … ignoring it, 
neglecting it, feeding it, denying it and abusing it. Jesus came to call sinners to 
repentance. But this morning if you recognize that you need Jesus and that He will lead 
you to a better way. Will you come to Jesus this morning? 

PRAYER: 

God help us to abandon our self-absorbed plans, our possessions, our hopes, our 
dreams, and our lives for your mission. Help us to lay everything we have on the table 
before you, and we say, “Use us— our lives, our families, our church, everything we 
have and everything I am—for the spread of your glory and this gospel to the ends of 
the earth.” 

That concludes our five-part series ‘Life Together’. As we have been talking about 
for the last five weeks, we are called to be people of love, unity, worship, a 
generous giving people, and people who are on mission. 

  


